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Introduction 

The Thunder Foundation was founded in 2012 to 

raise awareness of the daily struggles that 

children in Kenya face in order to get an 

education and also to survive. Most of our work 

is focused in Kawangware near Nairobi, one of 

Africa's largest  slums where 65% of the 

population are children. 

The Foundation currently supports 40 children 

attending both mainstream and special needs 

schools. 

THE START OF HIGH SCHOOL FOR 11 CHILDREN 

By the end of last year twelve of our children had 

graduated from primary school. We now have 

eleven children attending High School and all of 

them are currently boarding.   The Kenyan 

education system assigns every child a 

secondary school according to their scores in the 

final primary exams. Unfortunately, this does not 

take their area of origin into consideration, and 

we therefore found ourselves faced with the 

prospect of all our children having to travel 

hundreds of miles to get to their allotted schools.  

This would have added considerably to our costs 

and would have meant that they could not come 

home for their mid-term breaks.  The Thunder 

Foundation Project Manager Ramadan did 

exceptional research and travelled all over 

Nairobi County to find schools which were 

suitable for our children and we were very 

pleased that we were mainly able to keep the 

children together in small groups, according to 

their capabilities. The seven different secondary 

schools are located in Nairobi and Limuro 

Counties: Huruma Secondary Girls School; 

Dagoretti High School; Gituamba Secondary  

 

School; Thigio Boys Secondary School, Musa 

Gitau Girls Secondary School; Oloolaiser 

National School and Gatundu Boys. 

Finding suitable schools was only the start of our 

challenges!  Seven schools have seven different 

lists for items such as mattresses, trunks, books, 

uniforms, stationary, toiletries and snacks.  The 

costs have been enormous for a small charity like 

Thunder but we are confident that, with the help 

of our amazing fund raisers and sponsors, we can 

achieve our goal of sending all our Thunder 

children to High School unless, for some reason, 

it is better to provide support in another way.  

For example, one of the graduates, Brian, has 

been assigned to become a technical apprentice 

in electronic repairs and not a secondary school 

due to his low exam grades. 
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YOUR HELP 

We again want to thank our donors - both our 

regular sponsors and those companies and 

individuals that help us through one off 

donations. Thank you for supporting the children 

and their families. Your fundraising, your 

sponsorships and your donations make a big 

difference to the lives of the Thunder 

Foundation children and we could not do it 

without you.   

 

MID TERM BREAK WORKSHOP 

Our High School students returned home for 

their mid-term break from 15 – 20 March.  We 

were very excited to hear their stories so we 

organized a special half day get together. Guided 

by Ramadan and supported by our Parent’s 

Representative Diana, we conducted a workshop  

 

 

 

to hear our students feed-back and allow them 

to share their experiences with the next cohort 

of high school students, our current year 8’s.  We 

are delighted to be able to share with you that 

they are all very happy in their new schools and 

they have all made many new friends.  Their only 

complaint was that they have to get up at 4.30 

a.m. each day! 

Motivating the parents is essential for the 

children’s success and we could see the results 

already when we asked our parents to organize 

the pickup of their children from High School for 

their mid-term break independently. All the 

parents were able to raise the money for the 

transport and went to collect the eleven high 

school students for their well-deserved break. 
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LONDON VIRTUAL MARATHON APRIL 23 

For the third year ELENA BONALUMI and the 

entire community of Villadossola, a village in the 

North of Italy, will run the London Virtual 

Marathon to fundraise for Thunder. Elena is a 

music therapist and music teacher who visited 

our project in Nairobi in 2016 and fell in love with 

our children.  

Thanks to her relentless efforts, Elena has 

created an incredible network of support in the 

valley where she lives and with the help of 

Gabriella Tonelli has involved different 

organization like the Church Youth Group 

Oratorio San Savio and the A.N.P.I.  

However, the fantastic news this year is that a 

young, semi-professional runner, DAVIDE 

MOGLIA, supported by his athletic association 

GSD GENZIANELLA, will run his first virtual 

marathon with Elena. We are very grateful to 

Elena, Gabriella, Davide, and more than 10 new 

Italian sponsors who together with schools and 

different organizations have done an amazing 

job in donating and fundraising to fulfill our 

dream to support our forty children. 

CHICKEN PROJECT 

Our children come from very disadvantaged 

families and to allow our children to thrive, we 

seek to support our families in many ways.   Last 

December, we launched a project for our 

parents to develop some entrepreneurial skills 

by starting small chicken farms. The Chicken 

project was launched with 4, then 7 and now 10 

families. The idea is to form a community farm 

with a pen that can host 20 chickens. A new 

sponsor to Thunder is funding this project and 

we are very grateful to her for doing so.  

 

 

 

 

 

BEADING WORK PROJECT 

One of our mothers has started to supply a shop 

in Nairobi called Amani Ya Juu  - meaning Peace 

from Above.  This enterprise was set up by a 

group of refugee women in 1995.  One of the 

refugees was Becky Chinchen who, having 

experienced the humiliation and degradation of 

refugee life, wanted to affirm the dignity and 

worth of women around her in Nairobi.   
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She realized that there was great potential in the 

creative practice of doing business with the 

purpose of helping others find healing and 

restoration.  Jacinta, our Thunder mother is now 

selling her bead work in the shop and we are very 

proud that she has risen above a terrible tragedy 

when she was a child which left her disabled and 

is now able to start to provide for her family.  She 

is a truly exceptional woman and Thunder are 

supporting her by providing the raw materials 

for her bead work until she is able to do this 

herself.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT YEAR 8’S 

This year we have six students in Year 8 who will 

sit for the final primary exams to transition to 

high school in November. We are doing our best 

to support our students in this important year. 

We have already organized extra private tuition 

and the purchase of extra resources to make 

sure they all perform at their best. Our Year 8 

students are Aisha, Chrisance, Alice, Shadrack, 

Romy Bill and Blessing.  Paola and Gina had a 

video call with the children and their parents 

recently to discuss the children’s progress and 

Thunder’s expectations.  The meeting went very 

well, and the parents and children were able to 

ask us any questions that they had.  It was a very 

constructive hour, and many topics were raised.   

You will be hearing more about their progress 

over the coming months. 

And finally, a very big ASANTE SANA to all our 

supporters.   

 

 

 

 


